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Introduction

• How does AI work?

• learns from already-existing 
data (training data)

• understands the patterns

• applies them to unseen data 

• AI & Art?

Data

Model

Output



The Problem 
with AI-
generated 
Art 

• Many artists are extremely unhappy with AI 
art generators as they are trained using data 
scraping on artworks that lack any consent 
given by the artists (O’Brien, 2023). 

• Why is it important?

• AI-driven art disregards artists’ intellectual 
property rights. 

• The study aims to understand to what extent 
current AI art generators respect artists' 
intellectual property rights and to identify 
existing and possible ways to make the use 
of such artworks more ethical.



Research Questions

To what extent does the current 
AI art generators respect artists’ 
intellectual property rights? 

What are the possible ways to 
improve AI-generated art so that 
it would not disregard the work 
of the artists?



Literature Review

• AI and Copyright 

• Bukhari (2024) states that preserving original works that are produced by 
human creativity is the purpose of establishing copyright law. 

• Considering the traditional copyright frameworks, artificial intelligence is 
most probably not accepted as an “author”.

• To determine the “author or authors” of AI-generated works, no explicit rules 
have been established, meaning that as a matter of fact, no one “owns” the 
AI-driven works (Zirpoli, 2023). 

• Hence, lots of regulations are necessary in laws and ethics as we have entered 
the era of computers.



Literature 
Review cont'd

• The Solution Proposed by Zhu, et al. (2024) to reduce the 
risk of copyright infringement 

• Designing unique watermarks for the artwork(s) of every 
artist and incorporating them into the artworks before the 
training process 

• During the training process, the watermarked artworks are 
fed to the algorithm. 

• The model learns the pattern of the watermarks as well as 
the artworks’.

• Possible to check the existence of the features of the 
watermarks in the generated images to prevent potential 
copyright infringements beforehand



Literature Review 
cont’d

• The proposed solution has limitations.

• The original artworks utilized in training need 
manipulation which reduces the quality of the 
generated image (Zhang, et al., 2024).

• The original artworks have to be manipulated 
before being shared which is not practical as a 
lot of artworks have already been shared 
without the AI-generated watermarks (Chen, 
et al., 2024).



Copyright Infringement 
Case Study

• According to Schrader (2023), the original lawsuit 
was initiated by three artists.

• The legal representation for the group of artists who 
filed a class action lawsuit against three A.I. 
companies—Midjourney Inc, DeviantArt Inc, and 
Stability A.I.—has submitted a revised complaint in 
response to the court's concerns following the 
dismissal of some claims by the judge. 

• A.I. image generators replicate artworks and 
compete with or replace them in the market 
(Newton & Dhole, 2023). 

• To address these concerns, it is necessary to develop 
robust legal frameworks that protect artists' rights. 

• This could involve clearer guidelines on data usage, 
strict regulations on AI model training, and more 
effective mechanisms for identifying and penalizing 
copyright violations. 

Artwork Created by 
Karla Ortiz

Recreation by Midjourney 
Inc. (AI-generated) AI-generated

AI-generated



Methods

• Qualitative

• Literature Review 

• The study investigates the legal and ethical issues 
related to the use of copyrighted artworks in AI-
generated art training data by leveraging content 
analysis and using the inverted triangle method.

Design of the Study

• Academic journal articles and conference papers on AI, 
copyright law, and digital art

• News reports

• Documents were selected based on relevance to the 
research questions, credibility of the source, and the 
depth of discussion on the implications of AI on 
intellectual property rights.

Data Collection Procedures



Methods cont’d

Internal Validity
The sources most relevant were generally about 
the ethical and legal concerns regarding AI-
Generated art. 

Thus, the researcher was likely to be negatively 
biased about the procedure behind AI-generated 
images and emphasize the disadvantages rather 
than searching for solutions to prevent legal and 
ethical issues caused by this technology.

Data Analysis
The study employs content analysis to interpret 
data collected from the literature review.

The final analysis was presented in a narrative 
format, supported by an example from the 
literature. 

This approach simplifies understanding the legal 
and ethical challenges associated with AI-
generated art. 
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